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Introduction
This Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) was developed by Kensington Community Fire Safe
Councils (Kensington North, Kensington South, Kensington East, Kensington West and Talmadge Loop)
with guidance and support from the County of San Diego, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection,
the United States Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management. This CWPP supplements San Diego
County Department of Planning and Land Use documents referenced in Appendix A.
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Revised September 2013
SECTION I:
A:

COLLABORATION

COMMUNITY / AGENCIES / FIRE SAFE COUNCILS

Representatives directly involved in the development of the Kensington Community Fire Safe Council
includes 5 Area Specific Councils CWPP are included in the following table. Their organization, and roles
and responsibilities are indicated below:
CWPP Development Team:
Organization/Name

Roles / Responsibilities

Contact Persons:
Charles and Carol Stebbins
Kensington Fire Safe Council General

4338 Alder Dr
San Diego, CA 92116
cstebbins@cox.net
619 283-0963

Beverly K. Barrett
4362 Argos Drive
Kensington Fire Safe Council-EAST

San Diego, CA 92116
bbarrett@cox.net
619 282-0425

Tom Evons
Kensington Fire Safe Council-North

4196 Rochester Rd
San Diego, CA 92116
TEVONS@mail.com
858 568-8764
Skip Mosenbocker

Kensington Fire Safe Council-South

4600 Kensington Drive
San Diego, Ca 92116
skipmots@gmail.com
619 665-4365

Kensington Fire Safe Council-West

Brad Cameron
5334 Canterbury Dr
San Diego, Ca 92116
bradcameron@cox.net
619 517-3080

Kensington Fire Safe Council-Talmadge Loop

Mike Brown
4632 W Talmadge Drive
San Diego, CA 92116
mkbrown4632@cox.net
619 546-8172
Eddie Villvicencio
1010 Second Ave.

City of San Diego Fire and Rescue Dept.

San Diego, CA 92101
EddieV@sandiego.gov
(619) 533-4470
Ralph Dimarucut, Senior Council Representative
th

San Diego City Council District 9
Marty Emerald’s Office

202 C Street 10 Floor
San Diego, CA 92101
DimarucutR@sandiego.gov
(619) 236-7042
Ann Baldridge, Education Coordinator
11769 Waterhill Rd.

Greater Fire Safe Council

Lakeside, CA 92040
Ann.baldridge@RCDsandiego.org
(619) 562-0096
th

202 C Street 15 floor
City of San Diego Parks & Recreation

San Diego, CA 92101
markjennings@sandiego.gov
(619) 685-1313
th

1222 First Ave 5 Floor
MS 511
City of San Diego Code Enforcement Section

San Diego, CA 92101
www.sandiego.gov????
(619) 236-5500
th

Ron Roberts, Supervisor 4 District
Lauren Prescott (619) 685-2245
San Diego County

1600 Pacific Highway Rm 315
San Diego, CA 92101
Ron-roberts@sdcounty.ca.gov
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4760 Clairemont Mesa Blvd
San Diego Gas & Electric Co

San Diego, CA 92117
(800) 411-7343
www.sdge.com (online requests)
CalTrans
4050 Taylor Street
San Diego, CA 92110
(619) 688-6699
www.dot.ca.gov
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SECTION I:

COLLABORATION – continued

B.
Community Overview – Description of topography, population, climate, land uses,
businesses, schools infrastructure, fire safe councils, and other applicable traits specific to
this CWPP area.
The Kensington Community hosts five (5) separate Fire Safe Councils, all are dedicated and
operated for the common good of the whole Kensington Community. Kensington is a
Neighborhood of San Diego City established in the 1920’s-30’s. The community sits on a
bluff south of Mission Valley with a view of Mission Valley and QUALCOMM Stadium.
Population
The very dense Community has over 1500 homes, apartments and businesses. Due to this
high number of structures and residences, the Kensington Fire Safe Council Members have
divided the neighborhood into five council areas, designated as North, South, East, West and
Talmadge Loop. Each one of the five council areas contain in excess of 200 structures. All
of the five councils share the same threats presented by fires throughout the Kensington
Community.
Topography
Kensington community is bordered by Highway 8/Mission Valley on the north, Highway 15/
Ward Canyon on the west, Fairmont Blvd/Fairmont Canyon (6 lanes of traffic) on the east
and Madison Ave on the south. Within this area there are two major canyons running east to
west, dissecting Kensington, they are Norfolk and Aldine Canyons.
The majority of the homes and some of the businesses sit on this bluff and face down into
the canyons and their finger canyons or are located across the street from a house that does
sit on the canyon. The canyons are steep and have about 25-35% grades that run directly
up from the canyon to the homes. Although efforts by residents to maintain a 100-foot
defensible space around property have been met with success over the past ten years, there
are even greater considerations and concerns that must be addressed if there is to be an
acceptable level of fire safety to the residents.
Fire Safety Considerations and issues:
•

Winds blow up canyons and rise to the rims. This raises the danger level to the homes
on the rims. Add to this the periodic Santa Ana Winds that blow up to 40 miles an hour,
come during the driest months of the year, and blow east to west-or in the direction of 3
of the 5 canyons located in Kensington. Past fire history has shown the danger from the
wind gusts that move fire embers more than a mile from the fire origin. The Mission
Trails Fire in 1990’s blew smoke and burnt embers from 5 miles away into the streets
and business district of Kensington. The result is that many more structures and other
neighborhoods are endangered if the Kensington Community is not able to prevent or to
stop the progress of the fire.
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•

The land in the bottom of the canyons is very overgrown and has not been trimmed or
maintained. This land was taken from the lot owner’s years ago and designated as
protected species and environment by the government. Canyon lot owners are not
permitted to maintain this protected land and government does not make any efforts to
maintain the land in a safer condition.

•

Access to firefighters to the 4 canyons is limited to surface street access on narrow,
winding streets and through lots that often only offer four feet of access space between
the homes/structures and the fence to the next-door lot. This mandates that the fires be
fought by hand with the hoses being drug from the streets to the canyon edge of the
property.

•

Developers of the original community choose to place all of the utility poles on property
lines behind the homes that are not on the canyon and IN the canyons for the homes
that sit on the canyon rim. This includes what are now very old wooden poles and
transformer boxes. There are canyon homes where as many as four transformer boxes
can be viewed and where the owners have experienced boxes exploding and sparking
setting canyon fires that were, fortunately, immediately contained. The danger of utility
wires and transformer boxes in open spaces and spaces that have dense brush and
trees is documented as the cause of the devastating Australian Fire in in 2012 and Witch
Creek Fire in 2007. Unmaintained wooden utility poles and cross canyon wiring have
added to the devastation caused by many other fires.

•

Kensington also has the usual fire danger by children playing with fire in the canyon, but
we also have a regular and present homeless/indigent population that live, cook and
sleep in the canyons; in the summer of 2014, such residents started a fire off of Highway
15. Add to this the burning cigarettes carelessly thrown from vehicles and vehicle
mechanical hazards along each of the four busy boundary roads of the community
presents a hazard. Most Recently, such a fire started in Spring 2014 along Fairmont.

•

San Diego County is normally a semi-desert area, but currently it has the additional
impact of a three-year drought. The drought makes areas with open space primed for
burning. The backcountry, east of San Diego, is as dry, if not drier, as when devastating
fires, fueled by strong Santa Ana fires came through the region in 2003 and 2007.
Efforts to keep brush down and maintain 100 feet of defensible space have done little to
place Kensington in a better position to defend against such a fire.
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SECTION I:

C.

COLLABORATION – continued

Identification of Community Values at Risk

Using technology and local expertise, the sponsors of this CWPP has developed a series of
maps depicting the site and situation of the Kensington Community (Appendix B).
Values at risk within the community are:
Life and well being of the residents is the most critical concern for the Neighborhood
Residents. Second to life and well-being, is the impact to the quality of life caused by losing
your home, community, business, church and schools to a devastating fire.
Kensington is a beautiful community with classic homes, tree lined streets, and wellmaintained yards. However, as nice as the setting is, it is the residents that make the
community valuable. The residents have elected to live in Kensington because the quality of
life associated with Kensington and the values of the residents. This author has lived in 13
very highly thought of communities throughout California, but those residents as a group,
have not matched the thoughtfulness, consideration and caring of the [people who live in
Kensington. The people in Kensington function as extended families for each other. There
are many examples of “good neighbors”. A good example happened during the most recent
Mission Trials Fire. Smoke and dead embers were flying into the neighborhood. Out in the
street six neighbors from different homes met to plan evacuation assistance to those
neighbors without vehicles or in need of physical help. In less than 20 minutes the group had
a plan and assignments for everyone who needed help and/or evacuation. This group
accomplished this without outside resources because it was the right thing for them to do.
A desire to provide service to the community is also exemplified by the seven residents who
have stepped forward to serve the community in establishing and operating the five Fire Safe
Councils now in Kensington. These are all residents with full lives and many other activities
and obligations, but the have taken on this job as they are committed to their friends and
neighbors and the quality of life around them.
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SECTION I:

COLLABORATION – continued

D.
Local Preparedness and Firefighting Capability — All fire jurisdictions within the
area as identified by this CWPP are listed below with information as available on number of
firefighting personnel and fire response vehicles:
Local Preparedness:
Kensington has had the Kensington East FSC for the past ten years and the Kensington
North FSC for the past one and a half years. The other three FSC’s, Kensington South,
Kensington West and Talmadge Loop have recently been formed. Meetings with speakers
and agendas and handouts have covered topics such as Fire Safety in the Home, Creation of
100 feet of Defensible space around buildings, Evacuation Planning, Pet Evacuation
Planning, and Issues related to undergrounding utilities that are currently in canyons, along
alleys and on adjoining property lines.
Communication has been limited to flyer distribution and posting, but in the past year the
Nextdoor Kensington Website/E-mail system that serves Kensington has shown itself as a
reliable communication tool.
In the summer and fall of 2014, two Grants from the Burn Institute were developed and
approved for fuel reduction around homes and in canyons. FSC East and FSC North wrote
the grants. The two $2500 grants permitted rental of 12 dumpsters. Two were rotated
weekly throughout all of Kensington. The grant recipients choose to not restrict dumpster
location to only the two areas identified in the grant proposal, East and North, as it became
apparent that all of the five Kensington designated FSCs are interdependent when fire safety
is involved. All of the dumpsters were loaded with the designated materials to the
established capacity. It is a credit to the quality of the residents that the project was a great
success. Neighbors also came forward and volunteered to host the UGLY dumpsters either
on their property or on the street in front of their property. Flyers were passed out to the
immediate neighbors and clean up after the dumpster was removed was volunteered. This
experience speaks to the Support and Carry Through available in this community.
Just to reiterate, Kensington possesses:
•

A strong and effective structure in place with the establishment of our Five Fire Safe
Councils.

•

A demonstrated commitment to identify needs of the community, develop a plan and seek
out and secure renounces to address identified needs.

•

-A committed resident population that is aware of the Fire Safety dangers and a
willingness to put together to address needs for the common good.

Firefighting Capability
•

Kensington is served by the San Diego City Fire Department. Several stations are in
the area and provide rapid response

•

Co-operative agreements with other agencies afford reinforcement for the local city
department.
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SECTION II:

PRIORITIZED FUEL REDUCTION TREATMENTS

The partnership that exists between the listed organizations and citizens in this CWPP allows
the community of Kensington to reduce hazardous vegetative fuels that could ignite
residences and commercial facilities, particularly, during Santa Ana wind fire conditions.
Maintaining properties with the appropriate defensible space is a key factor to protecting lives
and properties.
A.Priorities
Community Education and Awareness regarding:
•

Brush and Fuel Reduction

•

Creation of 100 feet of defensible space around buildings

•

Development of Evacuation Plan for residents and their pets

•

Monitor canyons and report transient/homeless trespassers for relocation

Seek and Secure Funding:
•

Assistance with Fuel reduction in the open spaces and canyons

•

Secure a solution that will result in the removal and replacement overhead power
wires and transformers

•

Conduct Series of “How to Do” Workshops for residents to enable them to create
evacuation plans, create fire safe home environments, establish 100 foot
defensible space, remodel using flame resistant plans and materials.

•

Develop a schedule and secure resources for tree thinning of the numerous trees
located throughout the canyons and along boundary roads and highways.

•

Establish designated sub committee to coordinate efforts between City and other
agencies and Kensington FSC to promote brush management and defensible
spaces in and around government owned property, e.g. canyons and open spaces,
highway and roadside frontage. Committee may also explore feasibility to
establish emergency vehicle access roads through Norfolk and Aldine Canyons.
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SECTION II:

B.

PRIORITIZED FUEL REDUCTION TREATMENTS – continued

Existing Projects
•

Present project is to seek and secure funding for the above identified areas.

•

Continue Neighborhood Informational and Training Programs, as resources permit.

•

Continue to work with FSC San Diego County on Countywide areas of concern.

•

Design and conduct a neighborhood survey to evaluate the use and effectiveness
of the Burn Institute grant. The grant supported 12 dumpsters rotated throughout
the neighborhood for a five week neighborhood clean up from October 8 to
November 10, 2014.

•

Design and conduct a neighborhood needs assessment to solicit community
resident needs related to fire safety training and resources.
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SECTION III:

TREATMENT OF STRUCTURAL IGNITABILITY

In cooperation with the County of San Diego, the Kensington CWPP supports and promotes
fire safe activities and supports and educates its citizens in ways to reduce structure
ignitibility through meeting the requirements of the City of San Diego Development Services
Department and California Fire Code and Building Code Department.
Following is a description of structural challenges, including proposed methods of
improvement and implementation proposed for the community:
•

Use of non-flammable decks, out buildings, and exposed roof rafters

•

Use of non-flammable roofing materials

•

Use of non-flammable fences

•

Use of dual paned windows

•

Tree trimming and shaping to reduce threats to buildings and to reduce fuel load

•

Removal / replacement of sheds and outbuildings that are not fire resistant

•

Identification and mapping of the City water sources for firefighting

•

Establish a diligent and regular program to report canyon dwelling residents/indigents
for relocation
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SECTION IV:

SIGNATORS - page 1

The Community Wildfire Protection Plan as developed for Kensington CWPP:
•

Was collaboratively developed, and meets the intent of the Healthy Forest Restoration
Act (HFRA) in emphasizing the need for agencies to work collaboratively with
communities in developing hazardous fuel reduction projects, and places priority on
treatment areas identified by communities themselves in a CWPP. Interested parties
and federal land management agencies in the vicinity of this CWPP have been
consulted.

•

Identifies and prioritizes areas for hazardous fuel reduction treatments and
recommends the types and methods of treatment that will protect areas within this
CWPP.

•

Recommends measures to reduce ignitability of structures throughout the area
addressed by the plan.

•

This CWPP is intended for use as a planning and assessment tool only, utilizing a
compilation of community issues/goals and projected fire mitigation strategies. The
CWPP is not to be construed as indicative of project “activity” as defined under the
“Community Guide to the California Environmental Quality Act, Chapter Three,
Projects Subject to CEQA.” Per the Community Guide, Section 3.1.1, “CEQA only
applies to public agency decisions to approve, or actions to carry out, a discretionary
project.” Any actual project activities meeting this definition of project activity and
undertaken by the CWPP participants or agencies listed shall meet with local, state
and federal environmental compliance requirements.

•

Was reviewed on the following dates by the San Diego Community Wildfire Protection
Plan Review Committee:
Ø Date of 1st CWPP Review Committee review & recommendation for
changes:
Ø Date of 2nd/final CWPP Review Committee review and recommendation for
authorization by CAL FIRE:

•

Committee members include:
Charles and Carol Stebbins,
Kensington Fire Safe Council
General
Beverly K. Barrett, Kensington Fire
Safe Council-East
Tom Evons, Kensington Fire Safe
Council-North
Skip Mosenbocker, Kensington Fire
Safe Council-South
Brad Cameron, Kensington Fire
Safe Council-West

Eddie Villvicencio, City of San
Diego Fire and Rescue Dept.
Ralph Dimarucut, San Diego
City Council District 9
Ann Baldridge, Greater Fire
Safe Council
Mark Jennings, City of San
Diego Parks & Recreation
City of San Diego Code
Enforcement Section
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Mike Brown, Kensington Fire Safe
Council-Talmadge Loop

San Diego Gas & Electric Co.

California Department of
Transportation
SECTION IV:

SIGNATORS - page 2

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan has been developed for the community/ies of
Kensington..
The following entities attest that the standards listed above are proposed to be met and
mutually accept the content of this Community Wildfire Protection Plan:

San Diego City Council District 9

Date

San Diego City Fire and Rescue

Date

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
(CAL-FIRE)

Date

San Diego County Fire Safe Council

Date

San Diego County Supervisor 4th District

Date

San Diego Gas & Electric Company

Date

California Department of Transportation

Date
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SECTION IV:

SIGNATORS - page 3

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan has been developed for the community of
Kensington.
The following entities attest that the standards listed above are proposed to be met and
mutually accept the content of this Community Wildfire Protection Plan:

Beverly K. Barrett, EdD, Facilitator on behalf of

Date

Kensington FIRE SAFE COUNCIL
•
•
•
•
•
•

Charlie & Carol Stebbins, General
Bev Barrett, Facilitator / Kensington East
Brad Cameron, Kensington West
Skip Mosenbocker, Kensington South
Tom Evons, Kensington North
Mike Brown, Kensington Talmadge Loop

Marty Emerald, Council Member,
The City of San Diego Councill District 9

Date

Javier Mainar
Chief Fire Marshal, City of San Diego
Fire-Rescue Department City of San Diego

Date
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SECTION V:

Appendix A:

References

Documentation Affecting Fuels Reduction, Building Construction, and Community Fire Protection
LIST OF REFERENCES:
1. City of San Diego Building Code, Attachment B (current edition).
2. City of San Diego Fire Code, Attachment A (current adopted code: www.sandiego.gov)
3. City of San Diego Code of Regulatory Ordinances, Title 6 Health and Sanitation, Division 8. Sewage
and Refuse Disposal, Chapter 4. Removal of Combustible Vegetation and Other Flammable
Materials (current code)
4. City of San Diego, OES Hazard Mitigation Plan (2004)
5. City of San Diego, Fire, Defensible Space and You… (2005) www.wildfirezone.org
6. http://frap.cdf.ca.gov for additional maps, data, and documents
7. http://www.cafirealliance.org California Fire Alliance website for additional documents.
8. http://wildfire.cr.usgs.gov/fireplanning California Fire Alliance mapping tool for additional planning
and documents.
9. http://www.iafc.org/grants/wildland_fire.asp#downloads
10. http://www.livingwithfire.com Sample of information from Nevada Living with Fire program.
11. www.sandiegofast.org
12. www.firesafesdcounty.org
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SECTION V:

Appendix B:

Meeting Tracking Documents

1.0 Membership Roster of Fire Safe Council Kensington East
2.0 September 9, 2014 presentation to Subcommittee for Utility Undergrounding, Kensington/Talmadge
Planning Group
3.0 May 13, 2014 FSC Meeting attendee list
4.0 August 6, 2014 FSC Coordination Meeting
5.0 September 29, 2014 FSC neighborhood meeting “Neighborhood Cleanup Days”
6.0 September 30, 2014 FSC neighborhood meeting “Neighborhood Cleanup Days”
7.0 December 5, 2014 FSC neighborhood meeting flyer “Neighborhood Cleanup Days”
8.0 September 29,30, 2014 Agenda and evacuation planning meeting
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SECTION VI:

Appendix C:

Maps

Figure 1: Area Map
Figure 2: Communities Map
Figure 3: Assets at Risk
Figure 4: USGS Topographic Map
Figure 5: Fire Threat (modeled by CDF FRAP)
Figure 6: Fire History 1910 – 2010 (CDF FRAP)
Figure 7: Wild land-Urban Interface Zone Designations (CDF FRAP)
Figure 8: Vegetation Classification
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SECTION VII:

Appendix D:

st

1 Amendment (as applicable)

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Amendment
For

Kensington Community
Date Amendment Submitted:
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SECTION VII:

Appendix E:

2

nd
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ADDENDUM:
AUTHOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION – Not for inclusion in final CWPP as a public
document. Not intended for public dissemination.
This information shall not be included as part of the final public CWPP document for protection of the applicant’s
privacy as per the Privacy of Information Act. It will be attached to the CWPP as a separate document for
internal use only.
IMPORTANT: It is the responsibility of the CWPP applicants to periodically update/revise all contact
information as shown below throughout the life of the document.
The following Responsible Party hereby gives limited permission to be contacted regarding content of
this CWPP by authorized representatives of CAL FIRE, local fire authorities, signators, or employees of
the Resource Conservation District of Greater San Diego County or the Fire Safe Council of San Diego
County:
Date:

1/15/14

Name:

Beverly K. Barrett

Address:

4362 Argos Dr., San Diego, CA 92116

Phone:

(619) 282-0425

Fax:

(619) 282-0425

E-mail:

bbarrett@cox.net

Signature of Responsible Party as Named Above:
Signature:
Printed Name:

Beverly K. Barrett, Ed.D.
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