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List of Acronyms 

RSF Rancho Santa Fe 

SWSD Southwestern San Dieguito 

CWPP Community Wildfire Protection Plan 

RSFFPD Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District 

CAL FIRE California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

USFS United States Forest Service 

OES Office of Emergency Services (San Diego County) 

FSC Fire Safe Council 

HOA Homeowners Association 

ECC Environmental Control Committee (Fairbanks Ranch) 

AB Assembly Bill 

WUI Wildland Urban Interface 

SRA State Responsibility Area 

VHFHSZ Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone 

SDGE / SDG&E San Diego Gas & Electric 

USDA United States Department of Agriculture 

NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service 

CIR Color Infrared (imagery) 

MOU Memorandum of Understanding 

SAPW South American Palm Weevil 

RGP Regional General Permit 

Ag Pass Agriculture and Livestock Pass Program 

ALERTSD Automated Local Evaluation in Real Time for Smoke Detection 
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Preface
What is a community wildfire protection plan?
 

 

Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP) 

are blueprints for preparedness at the 

neighborhood level. They organize a 

community’s efforts to protect itself against 

wildfire, and empower citizens to move in a 

cohesive, common direction.  

Among the key goals of Rancho Santa Fe Association 

and the Fairbanks Ranch Association CWPP, which 

was developed collaboratively by citizens, and 

federal, state and local management agencies, are 

to: 

● Align with the San Diego region’s cohesive 

pre-fire strategy, which includes educating 

homeowners and building understanding of 

wildland fire, ensuring defensible space 

clearing and structure hardening, 

safeguarding communities through fuels 

treatment, and protecting evacuation 

corridors. 

● Identify and prioritize areas for hazardous fuel 

reduction treatment. 

● Recommend the types and methods of 

treatment that will protect the community. 

● Recommend measures to reduce the 

ignitability of structures throughout the area 

addressed by the plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The CWPP is not to be construed as indicative 

of project “activity” as defined under the 

“Community Guide to the California Environmental 

Quality Act, Chapter Three, Projects Subject to 

CEQA.” Any actual project activities undertaken that 

meet this definition of project activity and are 

undertaken by the CWPP participants or agencies 

listed shall meet with local, state, and federal 

environmental compliance requirements. 

The Resource Conservation District of Greater San Diego County produced 

this report in partnership with the San Diego County Fire Safe Council. 

Funding is provided by the California Fire Safe Council through the 2022 CAL 

FIRE County Coordinator Program. In accordance with the federal law and 

U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 

disability.
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01
Snapshot of the Community
 
Each community in San Diego County has a unique history and identity. Below is a 
description of what sets this area apart, including its landscape, preparedness, and 
firefighting resources.

I. OVERVIEW

Rancho Santa Fe  
Each community in San Diego County has a unique 

identity. Rancho Santa Fe and Fairbanks Ranch are 

primarily residential, gated, and managed by 

homeowners’ associations (RSFA and FBR). The 

Covenant and Fairbanks Ranch cover approximately 

13 square miles in unincorporated West-Central San 

Diego County, about four miles from the Pacific 

Ocean. Populations (2020 Census) are 3,156 in RSF 

and 3,002 in Fairbanks Ranch. 

 
 

History & Governance 

• RSFA incorporated in 1927 to manage the 

community; governed by the Protective 

Covenant. Functions like a small city with 

building, planning, parks/recreation, and 

24-hour security. 

• Fairbanks Ranch is a gated community 

adjacent to RSF, divided by San Dieguito 

Road. 

 
Communities at Risk  

The Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District 

(RSFFPD) and the California Department of Forestry 

and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) designate both the 

Rancho Santa Fe Covenant and Fairbanks Ranch as 

‘Communities at Risk’ of wildfire (see Figure 2: Fire 

Hazard Severity Map). Approximately 80 ridge-top 

homes in the Lower San Dieguito River Valley are 

directly exposed to wildfire, with an additional 2,200 

homes in Rancho Santa Fe and Fairbanks Ranch 

located within the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI). 
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II. LANDSCAPE 

Topography 

Topography: Canyon valleys, rolling hills, ridge-top 
residences; elevation ~246 ft. 

Vegetation: 

• Urban forest (~266,000 trees; Eucalyptus, 
orchards, residential trees). 

• Native vegetation: Southern Maritime 
Chaparral, Southern Riparian Scrub, 
Oak/Sycamore Woodland. 

• Invasive species (Eucalyptus, Pampas Grass, 
Arundo) increase fire risk. 

Fire History: 2007 Witch Fire destroyed 80+ homes; 
2014 Bernardo Fire burned area with no structural 
losses. Most destructive fires were wind-driven. 

Weather: Warm, dry summers; winter precipitation; 
fall Santa Ana winds up to 50+ mph. 

 

Vegetation Classification 

Urban Forest  
Rancho Santa Fe has a large Urban Forest comprised 
predominantly of Eucalyptus, non-native residential 
trees, fruit orchards, and intermingled naturalized 
open space. 
 

In 2018, the Rancho Santa Fe Association 

commissioned a Forest Health Study estimating 

266,000 trees across residential, eucalyptus, 

orchard, and other types. The area also contains 

unique native vegetation communities, including 

Southern Maritime Chaparral, Southern Riparian 

Scrub, and Oak/Sycamore Woodland, which support 

several threatened and endangered species. Non-

native invasive plants, particularly Eucalyptus, 

increase wildfire risk by providing highly flammable 

fuels and spreading embers. 

 

Fire History 

The 2007 Witch Fire caused significant damage to 

Rancho Santa Fe, destroying or damaging over 80 

homes, while the 2014 Bernardo Fire burned 

through the area but caused no structural losses. 

Both fires were intensified by high winds and heavy 

fuel loads, particularly from invasive Red Gum 

Eucalyptus. The Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection 

District lies within a historic wildland fire corridor 

and responds annually to multiple fire starts, 

typically keeping them small. However, fuel, 

topography, and weather can turn small fires into 

catastrophic events, with wind being the primary 

contributing factor in the most severe fires. 

Key Infrastructure 

● Water Systems and Waterways 

○ Escondido Creek 

○ Lusardi Creek 

○ San Dieguito River Bottom 

○ Lake Hodges & Lake Hodges Dam  

○ Olivenhain Dam & Reservoir 

○ San Dieguito Reservoir 

● Public Facilities 

○ Lake Hodges Pump Station 

○ Olivenhain Water Treatment Plant  

○ 4S Ranch Water Reclamation 

Facility 

○ Santa Fe Irrigation District 

Headquarters 

○ North County Dispatch Joint 

Powers Authority 

○ Rancho Santa Fe School District  

○ SDGE Substation 

○ SDGE Transmission Lines 

○ Solana Santa Fe Elementary School 

○ Verizon, AT&T & Sprint Cellular 

Towers 

○ Fairbanks Ranch Community 

Services District 

○ Whispering Palms Community 

Services District 

○ Santa Fe Valley Water Reclamation 

Facility 

○ Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection 

District (Administrative Building & 

6 Fire Stations) 

○ Rancho Cielo Joint Pump Station 

○ Del Dios Raw Water Pump Station 

○ RE Badger Filtration Plant 
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○ Olivenhain Recycled Water Fill 

Station 

○ San Diego Sheriff’s Department-4S 

Ranch 

○ Sewer District 

○ RSFA Clubhouses 

○ County Library 

● Landmarks, Parks 

○ Rancho Santa Fe Field 

○ Richardson Field 

○ Arroyo Preserve 

○ Ewing Preserve 

○ San Dieguito Park 

● Historical Sites 

○ Osuna Adobe Ranch 

○ Rancho Santa Fe Historical 

Association 

○ Lilian Rice Pump House, Fairbanks 

Ranch 

● Farms / Ranches 

○ The Vegetable Shop at Chino Farm 

○ Osuna Adobe Ranch 

○ Fairbanks Riding Club 

○ Rancho Riding Club 

 

Community Heritage and Open Space  

Rancho Santa Fe and Fairbanks Ranch were originally 

home to the Kumeyaay people and later came under 

Spanish, Mexican, and U.S. governance. The nearly 

200-year-old Osuna Adobe on the 27-acre Osuna 

Ranch, acquired by the Rancho Santa Fe Association 

in 2006, is a designated historic site and remains part 

of an active equestrian facility. The communities 

maintain over 60 miles of equestrian and hiking 

trails, 250 acres of natural and managed open space, 

and multiple parks and sports fields. The 

Associations actively manage these areas by 

removing invasive species and supporting native and 

rare plant conservation, reducing wildfire risk while 

preserving open space. 

 

Maps 

Using technology and local expertise, the 

collaborators  of this CWPP have included a series of 

maps depicting the site and situation of the Rancho 

Santa Fe community (Appendix B). The following 

maps are visual aids from which the RSFA and FBR 

community members can assess and make 

recommendations. 

1. Area Communities Map 

2. Fire Hazard Severity map 

3. Fire History (2000-2025) 

4. Evacuation Map 

5. FSC Boundary Map 

 

III. FIREFIGHTING RESOURCES 

Fire preparedness in Rancho Santa Fe is a shared 

responsibility among public agencies, local organizations, 

and residents. Key agencies lead firefighting efforts 

through a unified command and mutual aid structure, 

allowing rapid deployment and clear interagency 

communication. Collaboration is enhanced with joint 

training, pre-fire planning, and shared technologies such 

as FireWatch and GIS-based evacuation modeling. 

Residents support these efforts by maintaining 

defensible space, following evacuation guidance, and 

staying informed during high fire risk conditions.  

 

Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District (RSFFPD) 

The local fire agency responsible for structural fire 

suppression, emergency medical services (EMS), and 

evacuation operations.  

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

(CAL FIRE) 

CAL FIRE has primary jurisdiction over wildfire 

suppression and vegetation management in State 

Responsibility Areas (SRAs), which include much of 

Rancho Santa Fe. CAL FIRE operates in unified command 

with RSFFPD during wildfires and also leads large-scale 

fuel reduction and prescribed burn programs in high-risk 

zones. 

San Diego County Office of Emergency Services (OES) 

Although not a firefighting agency, OES plays a vital role 

in emergency notifications, evacuation planning, and 

regional coordination during wildfires and other 

disasters. 

San Diego County Sheriff's Department 

The Sheriff's Department supports evacuation 

enforcement, traffic control, and public safety during 

wildfire events. Deputies work closely with fire personnel 

to ensure timely evacuations and protect access routes. 
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02
Collaboration
 
Strong working relationships are critical in ensuring that our communities are 
well-prepared. This section describes those key partners and their roles in 
developing this CWPP. 
 
I. KEY PARTNERS

The Rancho Santa Fe Association and the Fairbanks 
Ranch Association led the development of this 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP), with 
guidance and support from many partners. The 
development team included representatives from the 
agencies described in the table below. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATION ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES  

Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District Local fire authority, source of most fire 
information and data for our RSFA and FBR area.  

Rancho Santa Fe Association Fire Safe Council Participant  

Fairbanks Ranch Association Fire Safe Council Participant 

San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy Fuel Reduction/Habitat Restoration project 
partner, permit holder.  

CAL FIRE/San Diego County Fire Facilitation of planning process and approval of 
CWPP process and minimum standards. 
Provide input and expertise on forestry, wildland 
urban interface, fire, fuels and Firewise concepts. 
Develop maps for use in CWPPs. 

Resource Conservation District of Greater San 
Diego County in partnership with the Fire Safe 
Council of San Diego County 

Mentorship, assistance with CWPP 
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03
Community  
Engagement & Education
 

Understanding wildfire risk is a key building block in preventing the loss of property and 
life. This section discusses efforts to build awareness, starting with the individual. 

I. PRIORITIES 

In cooperation with the Rancho Santa Fe Fire 

Protection District, CalFire, and the County of San 

Diego, the RSFA and FBR associations supports 

and promotes fire safe activities that reduce 

structure ignitibility through codes, public 

education, and local ordinances.  

 

Understanding the impacts of wildfires, 

communicating effectively, creating mitigation 

measures, and raising awareness to prepare 

residents is the Rancho Santa Fe Association and 

Fairbanks Ranch Association primary goal. 

 
Collaboration 
The Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District 

(RSFFPD) works and collaborates closely with the 

Rancho Santa Fe and Fairbanks Ranch 

Associations to engage residents and discuss 

wildfire risk and safety.  Together, our 

organizations have created a considerable 

outreach element, which focuses on developing 

fire-adapted communities through education 

related to home defensive actions such as home 

hardening, appropriate landscaping practices, 

and defensible space maintenance. Outreach 

focuses on a combination of home and 

community actions and coordination between 

agencies, NGOs, and landowners to maximize the 

efficacy of fire risk reduction efforts.  
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II. COMPLETED & ONGOING PROJECTS 

Vegetative Fuels Mapping  

The Rancho Santa Association uses multispectral 

imagery for fire risk assessment, defensible space 

mapping, and analysis of vegetation health. 

Imagery is captured each year and allow changes 

to local fire hazard data to be measured over time. 

Fairbanks Ranch has also used this tool 

periodically. 

 

FireWatch Program  

In 2019, the Rancho Santa Fe Association 

partnered with FireWatch to map vegetative fuels 

and identify high-risk wildfire zones using aerial 

and multispectral imaging. These maps help 

community leaders, fire prevention specialists, and 

homeowners assess defensible space, plan 

mitigation actions, and monitor fuel reduction 

progress over time. The data also supports grant 

applications through agencies such as Cal Fire, US 

Fish & Wildlife, and the USDA’s NRCS. At this time, 

FBR is not using the FireWatch Program. 

 

Firewise Recognition 

In 2025, Fairbanks Ranch became a recognized 

Firewise Community, with ongoing efforts to 

harden homes and create defensible space. That 

same year, the Rancho Santa Fe Association began 

the Firewise USA® recognition process to support 

homeowners, reduce fuels along open spaces, and 

align local wildfire mitigation with regional efforts. 

 

RSFFPD Annual Mailers  

All landowners in Rancho Santa Fe and Fairbanks 

Ranch receive a weed abatement and vegetation 

management notice for their property each year. 

The goal of RSFFPD weed abatement program is to 

reduce hazardous vegetative fuels in Communities 

protected by the Department.  

 

Fire Risk Reduction Town Hall Events 

The RSFFPD, Rancho Santa Fe, and Fairbanks Ranch 

Associations each hold educational fire safety town 

hall events each year. Current fire season 

information is discussed as well as defensible space 

guidelines, home-hardening recommendations, 

and any law or ordinance updates. To address the 

topic of fire insurance, representatives from local 

homeowners’ insurance companies are also 

included these town hall events to provide 

perspective and insight from the insurance side.  

 

III. FUTURE PROJECTS 

Community Outreach 

RSFA and FBR plan to conduct public outreach 

regarding fuel management  projects to engage 

residents in wildfire preparedness and fuels 

reduction efforts. Please see Section 6 for more 

details on outreach strategies and engagement 

efforts. 

 

Fire Safe Council Reinvigoration (2025) 

RSFA and FBR are working to revitalize the Rancho 

Santa Fe–Southwestern San Dieguito Fire Safe 

Council. The council will serve as a platform for 

community engagement, interagency coordination, 

and wildfire preparedness. Planned activities 

include community outreach, recruitment of new 

members, officer elections, and establishing a 

consistent meeting schedule. This effort 

strengthens alignment with regional wildfire 

mitigation priorities and supports programs such as 

Firewise and neighborhood preparedness planning. 
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04
Structural Hardening 
 
Long before a wildfire sparks, there are numerous steps that residents can take to 
protect their homes and other structures. This section describes some of those efforts.

I. PRIORITIES 

As Rancho Santa Fe and Fairbanks Ranch are 

situated within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity 

Zone (VHFHSZ), structural hardening is a top 

priority. Ensuring that homes can withstand 

wildfire exposure increases the chances of survival 

during an event and also improves firefighter 

safety.  

 

To encourage participation and ensure community-

wide improvements, RSF and FBR Associations as 

well as the RSFFPD will continue to support 

homeowners through: 

• Firewise USA® education materials 

• On-site defensible space assessments 

• Contractor guidance and permitting 

support 

• Neighborhood hardening campaigns in 

partnership with Fire Safe Councils 

These efforts are designed to reduce structure-to-

structure ignition, protect critical access routes for 

emergency responders, and improve overall 

community fire resilience. 

 

II. COMPLETED & ONGOING PROJECTS 

Community Outreach and Education  
Outreach efforts focus on building awareness of 
home hardening techniques, defensible space best 
practices, and local fire safety standards. RSFA and 
FBR use a mix of printed materials, newsletters, 
workshops, and digital tools to reach the 
community where they are. 

III. FUTURE PROJECTS 

 Firewise-Friendly Home Improvement Workshops 

RSFA and FBR are exploring opportunities to host 

seasonal workshops in collaboration with the 

Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District and local 

building professionals. These events would provide 

hands-on demonstrations, educational materials, 

and product examples to help residents better 

understand cost-effective ways to harden their 

homes. Topics may include ember-resistant vents 

and direct flame- resistant vents, non-combustible 

landscaping for Zone Zero, and retrofitting existing 

structures with ignition-resistant materials. 

 

Model Home Showcase 

RSFA and FBR are exploring ways to showcase 

model homes or HOA structures with various levels 

of fire hardening. These examples will help 

residents see practical upgrades and inspire them 

to improve their own homes.  
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05
Defensible Space
 
Creating a buffer between buildings and the grass, trees, shrubs, and other wildland 
areas surrounding it are essential to improving survivability. This section looks at 
efforts to build this key layer of protection.
 

 

I. PRIORITIES 

The Rancho Santa Fe communities focus on 

reducing wildfire risk by identifying properties and 

areas most in need of defensible space. Priority 

efforts include assessing homes with inadequate 

vegetation management, targeting dense or highly 

flammable fuels near structures, and clearing 

vegetation along evacuation routes and 

community access points. By addressing these 

high-risk zones, RSFA and FBR can guide residents 

in creating and maintaining defensible space, 

implementing home hardening measures, and 

supporting strategic fuel reduction projects. These 

actions ensure that both individual properties and 

the broader community are better protected from 

wildfire. 

 

II. COMPLETED & ONGOING PROJECTS 

Defensible Space Mapping 

As introduced in Section 3, the Rancho Santa Fe 

Association’s FireWatch program uses aerial 

multispectral and Color Infrared imagery to create 

high-resolution defensible space maps for 

individual properties. Maps highlight 50- and 100-

foot buffer zones around structures and indicate 

healthy, stressed, and dead vegetation, as well as 

hardscape areas, helping homeowners plan 

strategic fuel reduction such as thinning or 

hardscape installation. With homeowner consent, 

maps are shared with the Rancho Santa Fe Fire 

Protection District to support risk assessment, 

staging area planning, and mitigation prioritization. 

FireWatch data informs planning but does not 

replace on-site inspections by Fire Prevention 

Specialists. 

 

III. FUTURE PROJECTS 
 
Expand FireWatch Defensible Space Mapping and 
Outreach 
Building on the success of the existing FireWatch 
program, RSFA plans to enhance defensible space 
mapping services by increasing outreach and 
education to homeowners. Efforts will focus on 
helping residents interpret their personalized 
maps, understand vegetation health indicators, 
and take practical steps toward reducing fuel 
loads. This includes targeted workshops and digital 
resources tailored to community needs. 
 
Community Chipper Day Program 
RSFA plans to host chipper days where residents 
can bring cut vegetation and brush from their 
properties for safe disposal. This program supports 
creation and maintenance of defensible space, 
reduces wildfire fuel loads, and engages the 
community in hands-on mitigation efforts.
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06
Fuels Treatment 
 
Fuels are combustible materials such as grasses, leaves, plants, shrubs and trees that 
feed flames. This section describes efforts to treat and manage these materials in the 
community. 
 
I. PRIORITIES 

Continue fuel reduction projects throughout the 

Rancho Santa Fe and Fairbanks Ranch 

communities. FireWatch maps identify and rate 

Rancho Santa Fe and Fairbanks Ranch Association 

owned and managed properties, allowing staff to 

prioritize fuel reduction activities in areas of 

highest fire risk. 

 
II. COMPLETED & ONGOING PROJECTS 

Lower San Dieguito River Valley & Lusardi Creek 

Fuel Reduction 

Since 2015, RSFA, FBR, and partners; including the 

RSF Fire Protection District, US Fish & Wildlife, and 

San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy, have 

removed dead and dying Eucalyptus and other 

flammable invasive plants from the River Valley 

and Lusardi Creek. These areas are high-risk 

wildfire corridors historically affected by major 

fires (2007 Witch Creek and 2014 Bernardo Fires). 

Fuel reduction has improved access for firefighting, 

reduced fire spread potential, and restored native 

habitat. Between 2016–2022, 140 acres of invasive 

vegetation were removed, with habitat restoration 

including planting over 450 native trees and 

supporting wildlife recovery, including rare and 

endangered bird species. 

 

Roadside Right-of-Way Tree and Vegetation 

Management 

RSFA’s Parks and Recreation Department maintains 

roadside trees and vegetation to reduce fire risk 

and protect public safety. In coordination with 

RSFFPD, County crews, and contractors, hazardous 

or fallen trees are promptly removed, and annual 

mowing/weed removal reduces roadside fuels 

throughout the Covenant. 

 

Arroyo Preserve Restoration (2024–2027) 

RSFA, in collaboration with regional partners, is 

implementing a $1.5 million project removing 

invasive species, planting fire-resilient native 

vegetation, and enhancing endangered species 

habitat. Helicopter-assisted tree removal and 

seasonal wildlife protections are applied. Partners 

include San Dieguito River Park JPA, RSF Fire 

Protection District, California Native Plant Society, 

California Conservation Corps, San Diego 

Canyonlands, and US Fish & Wildlife Service. 

 

Ewing Preserve Long-Term Management Plan 

(2025) 

RSFA developed a comprehensive vegetation 

management plan for the 21-acre Ewing Preserve 

to reduce wildfire risk while protecting rare native 

plants and habitats. Treatments focus on selective 

thinning of Eucalyptus and chaparral with seasonal 

protections for nesting birds, pollinators, and 

sensitive species. Phase one began in 2025, 

targeting 2.5 acres of high-risk areas adjacent to 

homes. 
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III. FUTURE PROJECTS 

Zumaque and Artesian Road Crossing Project 
(Planned 2025) 
This corridor is a critical emergency access and 
evacuation route for western Rancho Santa Fe. The 
project addresses dense vegetation, accumulated 
sediment, and seasonal flooding that increase 
wildfire and access risks. RSFA, in coordination with 
the County, RSFFPD, and conservation partners, 
will improve access through strategic fuel 
reduction, vegetation management, and drainage 
improvements. 
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07
Evacuation Planning 
 

Identifying key corridors in and out of a community – as well as temporary refuge 
areas – is essential to being prepared for evacuation. This section provides an 
overview of the PACE system (primary, alternate, contingency and emergency) used to 
plan ahead. 
 

Evacuation planning is a dynamic process subject to the nuances of each community. Below is an overview of 

Rancho Santa Fe’s key ingress and egress, as well as designated evacuation corridors, Temporary Refuge Areas, 

completed projects, priorities and future projects. 

 

I. OVERVIEW OF INGRESS AND EGRESS 

The Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District 

(RSFFPD) provides an Emergency Evacuation Guide 

to each landowner in the district. This guide 

outlines recommended evacuation procedures, 

emphasizes the importance of early evacuation, 

and provides resources for residents to prepare, 

including plans for pets, large animals, and gated 

driveways. Residents are encouraged to know at 

least two ways out of their neighborhood and two 

ways out of the Covenant, and to follow updates 

via RSFFPD, San Diego County, and CAL FIRE 

channels. 

 

In most wildfire scenarios, evacuations are likely to 

move toward main thoroughfares connecting to 

safer areas. Because many RSF roads are narrow, 

early evacuation is strongly recommended. Key 

ingress and egress routes include Via de la Valle, La 

Granada, Del Dios Highway, San Dieguito Road, and 

other primary arteries that connect to adjacent 

safe zones.For Fairbanks Ranch residents, the 

primary evacuation route is San Dieguito Road. 

This road can become congested during 

emergencies, and since there are limited 

alternatives, early evacuation is strongly 

encouraged. 

II. DESIGNATED EVACUATION CORRIDORS  

Rancho Santa Fe 

PRIMARY    

 Via de la Valle 

La Granada 

Del Dios Highway 

San Dieguito Road (Fairbanks Ranch residents 

ALTERNATE   residents should follow primary 

routes or plan alternate neighborhood streets as 

directed by RSFFPD. 

CONTINGENCY San Dieguito Road 

EMERGENCY    El Camino Real  

 

 

III. TEMPORARY REFUGE AREAS 

If safe evacuation is not possible, residents should 

shelter in place in a structure or vehicle. Structures 

generally provide the safest protection; close doors 

and windows, stay in a room away from the fire, 

and keep essential items nearby. If sheltering in a 

vehicle, choose a cleared area, remain inside, and 

maximize protection from heat and smoke. 

Docusign Envelope ID: B6068DB0-955F-4C05-AC26-A9D8CDE45DEB



RANCHO SANTA FE ASSOCIATION AND FAIRBANKS RANCH ASSOCIATION 

16 

For detailed sheltering guidance, residents should 

consult the RSFFPD Emergency Evacuation Guide 

and online resources: 

• RSFFPD Emergency Evacuation Guide 

• RSFFPD social media and emergency alert 

apps (Genasys Protect) 

 

IV. PRIORITIES 

• Continue using FireWatch mapping to 

evaluate and prioritize fuel reduction 

along evacuation routes. 

• Plan evacuation-focused educational 

events in collaboration with RSFFPD and 

the community. 

V. COMPLETED & ONGOING PROJECTS 

County of San Diego Agriculture and Livestock Pass 

Program 

• Osuna Ranch staff applied, trained, and 

were approved in 2023 to gain access to 

restricted areas to care for animals during 

emergencies. 

 

 

 

VI. FUTURE PROJECTS 

• Strengthen collaboration with Olivenhain 
to coordinate co-evacuation planning for 
shared borders and evacuation routes. 

• Work with the County, RSFFPD, and 
neighboring fire departments to address 
co-evacuation strategies. 

• Continue efforts at Zumaque and Artesian 
Road river crossing, a secondary 
emergency access route currently 
impacted by flooding, dense vegetation, 
and silted culverts. RSFA will coordinate 
with the County to restore safe passage 
for vehicles and emergency equipment. 

• Evaluate and maintain secondary and 
tertiary evacuation routes along riparian 
corridors, particularly in high-risk areas 
along the Lower San Dieguito River Valley. 
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08
Other Mitigation  
& Preparedness 
 

There are countless ways that communities can act to protect themselves ahead of 
wildfires. This section details additional past, current and future efforts underway that 
were not previously mentioned.
 

I. PRIORITIES 

Exploring Advanced Early Detection Systems: 

Wildfire detection technologies are rapidly 

evolving, with new pilot tools emerging that offer 

earlier and more precise identification of smoke 

and fire events. One example is ALERTSD 

(Automated Local Evaluation in Real Time for 

Smoke Detection), which shows promise in 

providing near real-time alerts. RSFA and FBR aim 

to take a deeper look into these innovative systems 

to evaluate their potential integration with local 

emergency services, enhancing our ability to 

respond quickly and effectively to wildfire ignitions. 

 

Rancho Santa Fe remains committed to continuous 

improvement in wildfire mitigation and 

preparedness. By staying informed on emerging 

technologies and fostering proactive community 

engagement, the community aims to enhance 

resilience and protect its unique landscapes and 

residents well into the future. 

 

 
 

II. COMPLETED AND/OR ONGOING PROJECTS 

No additional projects at this time. 

 

III. FUTURE PROJECTS 

To be developed as the plan progresses. 
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09
Signatures
 

This plan must be approved by the following key parties: the local author (examples 
include Fire Safe Council President, Firewise Community, Tribal National, HOA, etc.), 
the chief of the primary responding fire agency, the CAL FIRE Unit Chief, and chair of 
the CWPP review committee. This section includes these signoffs. 

The Community Wildfire Protection Plan, as developed for as developed for Rancho Santa Fe: 

● Was collaboratively developed and meets the intent of the Healthy Forest Restoration Act 

(HFRA) in emphasizing the need for agencies to work collaboratively with communities in 

developing hazardous fuel reduction projects, and places priority on treatment areas 

identified by communities themselves in a CWPP. Interested parties and federal land 

management agencies in the vicinity of this CWPP have been consulted. 

● Identifies and prioritizes areas for hazardous fuel reduction treatments and recommends 

the types and methods of treatment that will protect areas within this CWPP. 

● Recommends measures to reduce ignitability of structures throughout the area addressed 

by the plan. 

● Is intended for use as a planning and assessment tool only, utilizing a compilation of 

community issues/goals and projected fire mitigation strategies. The CWPP is not to be 

construed as indicative of project “activity” as defined under the “Community Guide to the 

California Environmental Quality Act, Chapter Three, Projects Subject to CEQA.” Per the 

Community Guide, Section 3.1.1, “CEQA only applies to public agency decisions to approve, 

or actions to carry out, a discretionary project.” Any actual project activities meeting this 

definition of project activity and undertaken by the CWPP participants or agencies listed 

shall meet with local, state, and federal environmental compliance requirements. 

● Assists and encourages compliance with current county and state fire code standards. 

X
Dominique Albrecht

RSFA CAO

    
 

 

 

X
Conor Lenehan

Deputy Fire Marshal, RSFFPD
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San Diego County Community Wildfire Prevention Plans Review Committee: 
 

This CWPP was reviewed and recommended for approval by the San Diego Community Wildfire 

Protection Plan Review Committee as demonstrated by the signature below. 

 

 

The CAL FIRE Unit Chief has final signing authority on CWPPs in San Diego County. The signature 

below attests that the standards listed in the section above and the content of this Community 

Wildfire Protection Plan are proposed to be met and mutually accepted. 
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10
Appendices
 
This section includes important additional information that complements other portions 
of the plan. 

APPENDIX A.  
MEETING TRACKING DOCUMENTS 

This CWPP was developed for the community of Rancho 

Santa Fe Association and Fairbanks Ranch Association, 

through a series of community meetings.  

 

Community Representatives 

● Rancho Santa Fe Association  

● Fairbanks Ranch Association  

Agency Representatives 

● County of San Diego, California  

● Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, 

● United States Forest Service,  

● Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District 

● California Native Plant Society, US Fish and 

Wildlife Department 

● San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy 

 

Meetings Dates 

This CWPP has been in development since 2023, 

with numerous community meetings held 

throughout the process, including the ones listed 

below. 

● October 9, 2024 

● January 20, 2025 

● March 14, 2025 

● April 22, 2025 

● July 17, 2025 

● August 6, 2025 
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APPENDIX B.  
MAPS 

Figure 1 Area Communities Map 
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Figure 2 Fire Hazard Severity Map 
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Figure 3 Fire History 2000-2022 
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Figure 4 Evacuation Map 
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Figure 5 FSC Boundary Map 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: B6068DB0-955F-4C05-AC26-A9D8CDE45DEB


		2025-11-26T08:42:02-0800
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




